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Faith Family Worship Guide – Week 34
MEMORIZE

1 Corinthians 10:31 – So, whether you eat or drink, or whatever you do, do all to the glory of God.
Romans 11:36 – For from him and through him and to him are all things. To him be glory forever. Amen.
READ 

Read 1 Corinthians 10:31 and Romans 11:36. 
Sports is not a subject you normally hear discussed at church, at least not when it relates to the Bible. It’s something you talk about in the hallway or while waiting for something else to begin. However, in our culture, it’s important to take an honest look at how Christians should handle sports. Sports are a gift from God. There is no inherent problem with baseball, basketball, golf, football, etc.  The problem with sports lies in the human heart.  When you introduce the human heart things get complicated. Sports seem to be able to provide hours of happiness but also moments of impatience and even rage.  The reality is that sports are not ultimately about us, but something much more important is in play—mainly, the glory of God. So, how do we approach our play and leisure with the focus of desiring to see God receive the glory He alone is due.
Questions:

What do you like about sports?

How can our involvement in sports sometimes turn sinful?
How can our involvement in sports instead bring God glory?
Bottom Line: Even our play and leisure should glorify God.
SING
"The sun comes up it's a new day dawning, it's time to sing your song again." Let's praise God this week throughout our day-to-day tasks and ordinary moments that make up our lives. He has given us each specific roles, gifts, responsibilities and attributes that reflect His very character. Each day is an opportunity for us to magnify and point the world to the God in whose image we were made. More than that, each day as we carry out our tasks, we are given the opportunity to trust in the gospel and spread the gospel right in the very place He has put us. Our family worship guide song this week is “10,000 Reasons”. Let's worship together.
Visit our website for a link to this song: www.brookhills.org/gathering/this_week.html.
SUGGESTIONS
These suggestions were created by the age-group ministry leaders as a way to help parents better communicate the biblical truths discussed in the Family Worship Guide.  These suggestions are intended to help parents facilitate God-centered discussions with their children.  Parents should prayerfully use these suggestions, and any other means necessary, to help their children discover the truths of God’s word and worship Him together.

Preschool

· Read 1 Corinthians 10:31 and Romans 11:36 with your preschooler. 

· With your preschooler, gather five of the child’s favorite sports toys. (Balls, jump rope, etc) Ask, “Which is your favorite toy?” Have him/her set that toy down in front. Ask, “Which is your next favorite toy?” Show your child how to put this second choice behind the first.

· Continue in this way, creating a line of toys, one behind the other.

· When you have finished lining up the toys, ask your child to point to the favorite. “Why do you like this sport/toy best?”

· Affirm that we all have favorites with our toys and with the way we spend our free time, too. Now place something tangible that your child equates with God, such as a preschool Bible, in front of their most favored toy.

· Explain that when we love God, we want to always put Him first in everything. That’s how we show God that we love Him and how we glorify Him. Everything we have is a gift from God.

· Finish by saying together, “We love God first!”  Pray for your family to glorify God even in our play and leisure.

Children

· Shepherding our children’s hearts toward Christ is our highest privilege and responsibility as parents. An important part of that is helping our boys and girls to be mindful of our Creator whenever they observe His spectacular creation. The desire is to develop hearts that worship the Creator while enthusiastically enjoying His creation.

· Activity Suggestion: Connect to the Web together checking out God’s amazing design as you watch athletes perform spectacular feats. Search for “Spectacular Football Catches” or similar searches. (It is advised to preview your searches before showing children.)

· Discussion: As you observe the athletic displays together, point out the tremendous complexity of what’s going on physically and mentally. Depending on the age of your child, interact about what the athlete’s brain is calculating. Talk about the speed of a ball and how the mind calculates the ball’s landing point and the runner’s necessary speed to catch it. Consider the hand-eye coordination, physical balance, energy release, etc. 

· Afterward, have a little fun together playing catch with a ball or just crumple up a piece of paper and volley it back and forth. Enjoy a few amazing feats of your own.

Students

· Begin your time together as a family by playing a game you all love to play together.  This could be a simple game of spoons, a great board game, or a group game like Apples to Apples.  At the end of your time playing ask everyone to share why they actually played the game.  You may get answers ranging from “I wanted to win!” to “I just like being together as a family.”  Don’t be surprised or offended if the answer is “I played because you made me!”  The truth is we all do the things that we do for different reasons.  Sometimes obligation drives our activities, and sometimes we simply enjoy doing something we love.

· Now allow two different people to read I Corinthians 10:31 and Romans 11:36.

· Everyone is different when it comes to their competitive nature and what drives their desire to do certain things.  Someone may be a huge fan of a football team because they went to school there or live in that community.  Some people just love being challenged by others and working together toward a common goal when they play a sport.  The commonality we all share as followers of Christ is that we have an even greater purpose behind the things that we do.

· Have everyone share in their own words what our purpose in everything is as a follower of Christ. 

· Now spend some time asking the following questions:

· Is it possible to play or be a fan of a sport for the glory of Christ?

· What does that look like?

· Since most people play for or root for a certain team to win, can losing even be an opportunity to display God’s glory?  

· How could someone bring glory to God in that situation?

· What do you love doing?  

· How can we as a family help you better display God’s glory as you do what you love?
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