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Faith Family Worship Guide – Week 47
MEMORIZE

2 Corinthians 5:20 – Therefore, we are ambassadors for Christ, God making his appeal through us. We implore you on behalf of Christ, be reconciled to God.
READ 

Read 2 Corinthians 5:11-21. 
God has reconciled us to Himself through Christ’s sacrificial death on the cross.  As a result of this reconciliation we are all now entrusted with the ministry of reconciliation.  What an unbelievable privilege to consider! God has entrusted to us the ministry of reconciliation, making us ambassadors for Christ. This is a reality for all who have put their faith in Christ, not just a select few.  Paul states that God is literally making His appeal through us. This week we want to explore how this truth should transform how we view ourselves as followers of Christ in this world.
Questions:

What does it mean to be an ambassador?

How can we be ambassadors for Christ?
Why do we desire to be effective ambassadors for Christ?
Bottom Line: God has made His children ministers of reconciliation and ambassadors for Christ.
SING
This week our Family Worship Song is “The Saving One” by Starfield. Jesus' death on the cross and resurrection from the grave is the only way sinful man can be reconciled back to God. This is the good news that is found in Christ alone, that, "Everyone who calls upon His name, they will be saved!" Let's declare this amazing truth together, rejoicing in our faithful God.
Visit our website for a link to this song: www.brookhills.org/gathering/this_week.html.
SUGGESTIONS
These suggestions were created by the age-group ministry leaders as a way to help parents better communicate the biblical truths discussed in the Family Worship Guide.  These suggestions are intended to help parents facilitate God-centered discussions with their children.  Parents should prayerfully use these suggestions, and any other means necessary, to help their children discover the truths of God’s word and worship Him together.

Preschool
· Before you begin open your Bible to 2 Corinthians 5:20 and print an outline Map of Continents from the web. You could also use a globe.

· Read the verse to your preschooler and identify where you live on the map.  

· Talk with your child about how God wants His followers (His ambassadors) to tell people everywhere about Him and the good news of Jesus.

· Talk about the definition of an ambassador.  An ambassador is an official representative from one country to another. As Christ followers, we are Christ's ambassadors; we have an awesome responsibility to share the gospel with others. 

Being an ambassador also means that you represent the king and the kingdom (or country) that chose you. As Christ followers, we represent the Kingdom of God to this world and the King, Jesus. So, we need to only do and say those things that would be a good representation of who He is. Talk about ways you can be a good representation of Christ.

· God loved us so much that He sent His one and only Son to earth to die on a cross so that we could have eternal life with Him.  God wants us to choose to follow Him and to love Him more than anything.  He wants us to turn away from our sin and to trust Him.  God wants us to share this Good News of what Jesus has done for us to others too.

· Conclude your family time with prayer and ask God to help us to be good ambassadors for Him.
Children

· Ask your child if they know what purpose a Christian has in life.  (It is to share the gospel and make disciples.) 

· Ask them if they know what the Great Commission is, and see if they can recite Matthew 28:18-20 from memory. 

· Read 2 Corinthians 5:11-21. Ask your child to list some of the big words in the passage that they might not understand. Take some time to explain a few (e.g. reconciliation—fixing a broken relationship between two people; entrusting—giving someone the responsibility to take care of something; ambassador—someone who represents their home country in a foreign country). 

· Ask your child to name a foreign country and explain that when the United States sends someone to go and live there and represent the United States in that country, that person is called an ambassador to that country. 

· Read verse 20 again and ask your child what this verse says. (It says we are ambassadors for Christ.) Ask them to explain how a Christian can be an ambassador for Christ.

· Explain that when we put our faith in Christ, He makes us His ambassadors—that is a very important job. Emphasize that this means we are entrusted with the gospel, and we have the job of sharing it with the world. 

· Explain that every Christian is an ambassador, whether they are a young person or an old person. This means that if they have put their faith in Christ, they have become an ambassador for Christ. 

· Ask your child to think about places and ways they can represent Christ to the world (e.g. at school, playing with friends in the neighborhood, sports practices, etc.). 

· Emphasize that this is a special job and responsibility that Christians get to be a part of. Ask them to think about ways they can represent Christ this week as His ambassador. 

· Spend some time praying with your child, asking God to give them confidence to be a good ambassador who shares the gospel with others. 

· To emphasize that being an ambassador for Christ is a daily responsibility, you may way to remind your child each morning before they go to school that they have the privilege of being Christ’s ambassador today. Then, you can ask them at the end of the day how they represented Christ that day in their activities. 

Students

· Begin your time together by posing this question to your student, “What does it mean to be an ambassador?” Give them time to put this answer into their own words. It means to do something on behalf of someone else or to represent your home country in a foreign country, basically to be a representative on behalf of another.

· Now read 2 Corinthians 5:11-21 together.

· 2 Corinthians 5:11-21 tells us we are called to be ambassadors on behalf of Christ. So what does that mean? 

· Help them understand this from their perspective by sharing the following scenario. Has anyone been a representative for you? What if you forgot your homework, and asked me as your parent to bring it to school? But when I got there I made a scene in the office complaining how irresponsible you are and I can’t believe you asked me to do this.  How would you feel if you walked in on me acting like this and talking about you this way?  So, is doing something for someone or representing them just about completing a task, or is the way in which we do it important? 

· 2 Corinthians 5:18-19 tells us we have been given a ministry of reconciliation through Christ. What is reconciliation? Again, let them try and put this in their own words.  Reconciliation means that a relationship that was once wrecked is now at peace; what was broken has been mended.

· As ambassadors for Christ we share with the world how Christ has made a way for us to have a mended relationship with God. Besides just the message being lost or not communicated well, what things could hinder us representing this on Christ’s behalf? (e.g. distractions, being rude, selfishness, having a bad attitude toward others).

· What if we complained and made a scene like the example I gave? Would that be honoring to Christ? Would that make us good ambassadors?

· In Philippians 3:8-11 Paul talks about his desire to follow Christ and be an ambassador. Discuss how this can encourage us as we press on to be ambassadors for Christ. 

· In Philippians 2:1-8, 14 Paul addresses this idea that representing Christ and being reconciled ourselves is more than just our words.  Read the passage and then read 2 Corinthians 5:20.  Ask your student what area of their life, or in what relationship do they struggle the most with in representing Christ well.  Commit to pray with and for them in this are in the coming week.  Be sure to share the same thing regarding your own life as well.
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